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SUFFERING FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST: THE PRIVILEGE THAT WE HATE

Peter is helping us to frame suffering in five ways:

Right about living for Christ

Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking ... Beloved, do not be surprised
at the fiery trial when it comes upon you fo test you, as though something strange were happening to you. vv. 1, 12

Right in suffering

But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. v. 13

Right to suffer

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.
But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. vv. 14-15

Right in suffering

Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. v. 16

Right in suffering

Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. v. 19

THE QUESTION IS NOT: “How can | suffering@” BUT RATHER: “Is Jesus for me to sufferg”



Elder and Deacon Election Today

Per the Christ Chapel Constitution, those in our fellowship who have
completed the formal membership process should have received a voting link
by email to affirm the nominations for Elders and Deacons. The results will be
announced today at the Annual Meeting in the Sanctuary at the Fort Worth
Campus at 1 p.m. All voting must be completed by Noon today.

A Gift for You

We're so grateful for Jossy Chacko and his ministry in Asia. As we
continue to live out the Great Commission and take steps to BE,
MAKE + REACH, we have a gift for you: Jossy's new book, Dare to
Partner. Sign up to receive your copy!

HOME GROUP
Lesson + Devotional

Before you begin, ask the Holy Spirit to teach you and guide your study.

1. Read 1 Peter 4:12-19. When have you suffered because of your own foolhardiness?
Because you were living a godly life?

2.How does suffering typically affect your emotions? Your prayer life? Your behavior?
3. What attitude should believers have toward suffering? Why?

4. What enables Christians to rejoice in the midst of trials?

5. How do you think you would react if persecution came to our country?

6. Why do you think God will judge His people first (v. 17)? Also see Ezekiel 9:3-6;
Malachi 3:1-6 and 1 Corinthians 13:32.

7. Christians are supposed to proclaim Jesus as Lord (Matthew 28:19-20), expose
the deeds of evildoers (Ephesians 5:11) and urge fellow Christians to repent
when they stray (James 5:19-20). But Peter warns his readers that there is no
glory in suffering as a criminal or as a "meddler” (1 Peter 4:15). Can you offer any
principles for how we can proclaim Jesus in word and deed without becoming
meddlers (see Galatians 6:1-5 and 1 Peter 2:12-13,17-18; 3.1, 15)?

8. How can we practically commit ourselves to God when we're suffering?

HELPFUL
Quotes

We so easily forget the promises that accompany the trials of life. We forget the
hymns, Scriptures, sermons and lessons that taught us the purpose of testing and
the outcome of suffering. And when trials subside, it isn't long before we return to
patterns of thinking and living that set us up for yet another surprise attack when the
inevitable fires return. Three numbers illustrate this perfectly: 9/11. - Chuck Swindoll

| am progressing along the path of life in my ordinary contentedly fallen and godless
condition, absorbed in a merry meeting with my friends for the morrow or a bit of
work that tickles my vanity to-day, a holiday or a new book, when suddenly a stab of
abdominal pain that threatens serious disease, or a headline in the newspapers that
threatens us all with destruction, sends this whole pack of cards tumbling down. At first
| am overwhelmed, and all my little happinesses look like broken toys. Then, slowly and
reluctantly, bit by bit, I try to bring myself into the frame of mind that | should be in at all
times. | remind myself that all these toys were never intended to possess my heart, that
my true good is in another world and my only real treasure is Christ. And perhaps, by
God's grace, | succeed, and for a day or two become a creature consciously dependent
on God and drawing its strength from the right sources. But the moment the threat is
withdrawn, my whole nature leaps back to the toys. - C. S. Lewis

YOUR NEXT STEP AT

Christ Chapel

Connect and Belong

New or returning, fill out a
Connect Card and experience
life together at Christ Chapel.

Together in Prayer E E
We want to pray with and for o

you this week as we go to God H
together.

Be a part of what God is doing
near and far by giving to local

E T and global ministry partners.
Upcoming Events
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Join in to grow your faith, make |
disciples, and reach those who -
do not know or walk with Jesus. E

EME Partner with Us by Giving
-

A WONDERFUL

Offer

Being a Christian isn't based on membership
in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It
involves a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and an understanding of who He is and
what He has done to provide man with a way
to experience God's love for us. Here's how to
know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:

1. Admit that you're a sinner, separated
from a holy and perfect God.
(Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)

2. Understand that the penalty for your
sin is death — eternal separation
from God and all that is good.

(Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)

3. Believe that Jesus Christ took the penalty
for your sin by dying in your place and
conquered death by rising from the dead.
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

4. Receive the free gift of salvation by
trusting in Christ alone as your Savior
from sin and death and your provider of
true and eternal life.

(Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)

You can use this prayer to express your
decision to God:

Dear God, | know that | am a sinner. | believe
that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and
rose from the dead. | trust in him alone as the
only way to be reconciled to you. Thank you for
the forgiveness of sins and the eternal life | now
have. Amen.

E We'd love to know about your
Lh . decision. Scan the QR code to
learn more about following Jesus!
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